ABSTRACT

WA-I-362 19th Century
High Germany

Williamsport Vicinity

private

This farm complex has been known locally as
"High Germany." Situated on a neck of land almost
surpounded by the Conococheague Creek is a two story
three bay weatherboarded house and a large frame bank
barn. The age of the structures cannot be determined
without closer examination.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farm known locally as '"High Germany" is located on a rise of ground in a curve of the
Conococheague Creek at a point where the creek doubles back upon itself. The property is
surrounded by water except for a narrow neck of land scross which runs a high, steep ridge.-
The only access to the buildings appears to be a fording along Kemp's Mill Road. A small
suspension bridge spanned the creek here until 1972. The property is improved with a house
and barn both of which face east but are situated some distance apart. The house is vacant’
but the barn appears to be in use for agricultural purposes. Because of the problem with
accessability, the property was viewed only from a great distance.

The house is a two story three bay wooden structure, possibly of log construction sheathed
with siding. Extending to the rear or west is a one story, two bay section which may also

be of log construction. The wing has a pair of gable roofed dormers on the north slope of its
roof. Evidence of a porch which extended across the front of the house remains. The entrance
appears to have been centered in the front elevation. The barn is a large frame structure
which stands some distance behind the house. The property contains 143 acres.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farm complex has been known locally as "High Germany.'" Situated on a neck of land almost
surrounded by the Conococheague Creek is a two story three bay weatherboarded house and a
large frame bank barn. The age of the structures cannot be determined without a closer exami-
nation.

This property is unusual in that access to it is limited because of the creek. Apparently,

at one time the main means of getting to the building was a fording south of Kemp's Mill.
According to early deeds for the farm the steep ridge behind the buildings was called High

G Tany. High Germany a tract containing 565 acres, was patented on October 5, 1795 to Samuel
Ri.4gold, a wealthy general who owned large amounts of land in Washington County. (Land
Patents VA page 217). Ringgold did not live on this property, however. There apparently

was no clear record of when or to whom the land passed from Samuel Ringgold's ownership.

The present buildings could date from the 19th century. The great distance between the house
and barn is unusual and may suggest that there are two generations of structures on the prop-
erty. In general houses and barns are situated more closely together with there being a di-
rect relationship between the two.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 143 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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